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LWY and Town Election Calendar

22 Tuesday 7 o.m LWVA Board Meeting via Zoom teleconference. The meeting URL will be
P-4 cent to attendees; email one of the Co-Presidents if you would like to attend.
Friday
2/12 12 noon| Last day for incumbent Town Meeting Members to file notice of re-election.
Wednesday
2/17 5 p.m.| Last day for obtaining nomination papers for the Town election.
Friday
2/19 5 p.m.| Last day for filing nomination papers for the Town election.
3/2 Tuesday 7 o.m LWVA Board Meeting via Zoom teleconference. The meeting URL will be
PM- sent to attendees; email one of the Co-Presidents if you would like to attend.
Sunday . , . . .
3/7 2 10 3:30 p.m. Legislators’ Brunch, via Zoom teleconference. All members will receive the
=Y P meeting URL; family and friends welcome. See page 3 for details.
Friday
3/19 8 p.m.| Last day to register to vote in the Town election.
Wednesday . . . . . . .
Virtual Candidates Night for the Town Election. Details will appear in the
3/31 .
March Bulletin.
Saturday
4/10 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.| Annual Town election.
Monday
4/26 8 p.m.| Town Meeting begins.
Carolyn Parsons and Angela Olszewski: Co-Presidents Kim Haase: Bulletin Editor c.haase@comcast.net
CarolynMParsons@msn.com, amolszewski@gmail.com Margaret Reiners: Bulletin Mailing mlreiners@gmail.com

Ann FitzGerald: Membership AnnFitz@rcn.com
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{  Co-President's Message !

SELLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLPPLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLPLLSLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLIPS

I think we can all say that this wasn’t exactly the way we thought 2021 would start. On
January 6th there was a violent insurrection attempt on the US Capitol. Our democracy
was threatened. I remember being terrified that there could be an active shooter and/or
hostage situation involving our representatives and senators. I also thought about the
importance of our right to vote and the work we do in the League to help encourage and
maintain that right. I will never again take it or our democracy for granted.

On a brighter note, there are virtual events upcoming that will help to engage our commu-
nity and bring it together. The League will be hosting Legislators Brunch on March 7th and
Candidates Night for the town wide offices on March 31st. I hope you can join us virtually.

The annual MLK celebration was held on Monday, January 18th. It featured Crystal
Haynes, journalist for Boston 25 News interviewing playwright Kirsten Greenidge. There
was also a musical performance by the Brotherhood Chorus from the Concord Baptist
Church in Milton. If you did not attend that evening, you can watch it from ACMi’s website
at https://acmi.tv/.

I am looking forward to the rollout of the vaccine and an end on the horizon for the pan-
demic. Then we can all be together in person. I hope you and your families are staying
safe and healthy.

Angela Olszewski

S

LWVA LEADERSHIP 2020-2021

Carolyn Parsons, Co-President 781-646-9309
Angela Olszewski, Co-President 781-648-8649
Meredith Zona, Organization VP 781-648-2753
Patricia Muldoon, Action VP 339-223-3300
Joan Martin, Treasurer 617-966-4521
Anne Linn, Secretary 781-643-0356

Ann FitzGerald, Membership Director 781-646-9711
Katharine Fennelly, Voters’ Guide 781-648-1794

Susan Born, Candidates Night 617-448-4179
Kim Haase, Bulletin Editor/Ads 781-643-3429
Margaret Reiners, Bulletin Mailing 781-646-9611
Janice Bakey, Email Coordinator 781-643-4345
Wendy Forgie, Co-Webmistress 617-669-2052

Phyllis Maddox, Co-Webmistress 781-646-4362

The BULLETIN is published monthly except during the
summer and December by the League of Women Voters of
Arlington, PO Box 461, Arlington, MA 02476.




February 2021 League of Women Voters of Arlington, MA Page 3

\
9,

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR:

LWV ARLINGTON’S LEGISLATORS’
BRUNCH/NO BRUNCH!

AND INVITE A FRIEND OR NEIGHBOR
TO JOIN VIA ZOOM
Sunday, March 7, 2021 @ 2:00 - 3:30 PM

Yes — after a year’s hiatus, the Legislators’ Brunch is back, but sadly, this year
the brunch aspect will be absent due to the pandemic. Still, it promises to be
a great opportunity to “meet” our State Legislators — Senator Cindy Friedman
and Representatives Sean Garballey and Dave Rogers — and learn about the

latest state-level impacts regarding the pandemic, and what’s ahead with
recent state and federal leadership changes. Of course, there will also be time
for questions and answers.

Friends and family members are welcome to participate via Zoom.

Please watch for an email from League member Janice Bakey in late February
that will include a Zoom link and password, and instructions about installing
and using Zoom on your computer if you don’t have it already — there is no
cost to download it.

Looking forward to “seeing” you on Sunday, March 7 on Zoom!



February 2021 League of Women Voters of Arlington, MA Page 4

COOKIE TIME BAKERY

MNew MName for Lakota Bakery * Same Cookies, Same Qwner

781 646-0121

Tuesday-Friday
8:30 am - 8:00 pm

Monday & Saturday
i @ 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
1375 Massachusetts Avenue
Arlington, MA 02476 r@ l] cookietimebakery.com

FITNESS FIRST

fitnessfirstarlington.com

Arlington’s Neighborhood Health Club
Since 1982

471 Mass. Ave. Arlington (781) 643-4300
Club Hours: M-Th 5 am to 10 pm, Fri 5 am to 9 pm,
Sat 7 am to 6 pm, Sun 8§ am to 3 pm

v,
S a
i arlington children’s center
17 irving street A arlington,ma ¥ 02476

\ 781 646 9307 www.arlingtonchildrenscenter.org

To advertise in our Bulletin,
email or call Kim Haase:
c.haase@comcast.net,
781-643-3429

3 MARK WANAMAKER

mark@wanamakerhardware.com

“» WANAMAKER HARDWARE

1208 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, MA 02476
TEL: 781-643-1900
FAX: 781-643-7343

¢ oE www.wanamakerhardware.com
ESTABLISHED 1925

B 38 Massachusetls Avenue service@supetiorautoct. net
§  Adington MA 02474 waww.supeticratoctr.ast |

Frank Tuminelli |

Owner :
:

781-646-3660

LEONE & LEONE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

2 Leone & Leone is a General
Practice law firm. We stand
upon the principle of providing
high quality legal representa-
tion in a cost-effective manner.

Ifyou are buying or selling a home or a business,
would like to create or update your Will or Estate
Plan, or require assistance in most legal matters,
please give us a call.

John D. Leone - Suzanne M. Leone

637 Massachusetts Avenue, Arlington, MA 02476

781-648-2345
john@leonelaw.com, www.leonelaw.com

Initial consultation is free for LWVA members
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Editor’s Note: The following article appeared in the Arlington Advocate and on the Your Arlington.com website in
January.

LWVA Supports Tenants' Rights in Arlington Housing Authority
Properties

By Carolyn Parsons and Angela Olszewski, Co-Presidents

Over the course of a few years, volunteers from the League of Women Voters of Arlington (LWVA) con-
ducted a study of the Arlington Housing Authority (AHA). This study was undertaken in response to vari-
ous queries. Our goal was to determine to what extent tenants are able to exercise their rights under
Massachusetts and federal law to participate in management and the setting of policy and procedures in
governing their living space.

The AHA board has a total of five members: three are elected, one is appointed by the Arlington Select
Board, and one is appointed by the governor. There is an executive director and a staff who manage a
number of building complexes for the elderly/disabled, a housing complex for families, and a number of
Section Eight Housing Choice Vouchers for subsidized housing in Arlington. The buildings for both elder-
ly/disabled and families have some handicapped accessible apartments.

For this study, representatives of the LWVA attended AHA Board Meetings, reviewed the minutes and
their notes from those meetings, and gathered comments from tenants. They also interviewed the town
manager, a representative from the Mass. Union of Public Housing Tenants, the chief of police, the
executive director of the Housing Corporation of Arlington, two social workers of the Council on Aging,
the head of Fair and Affordable Housing, the director of the Council on Aging, a social worker from Min-
uteman Senior Services, and the chair of the AHA Board, who was accompanied by the board counsel.

Each person was asked the same general questions, and follow-up questions were directed at each
organization’s role in tenant rights. Meeting and interview notes were transcribed and distributed to
members of the LWVA AHA study committee and were used to describe what we heard and observed.
In addition, through the last ten or more years, LWVA volunteers have overseen tenant elections in sev-
eral buildings in Arlington as well as Cambridge and helped write tenant bylaws for several tenant organ-
izations. Our findings also reflect the conversations and interactions of these longer relationships.

The following recommendations were made to the LWVA membership and adopted at our Annual Meet-
ing in June of 2019. The conclusion of the membership was to support:

e Documentation of AHA policies and procedures, including state regulations, to define a formal pro-
cess for tenant concerns to be communicated, addressed, and resolved.

e Adherence to the Massachusetts Open Meeting Law.

e Regular professional training on how best to interact with people with challenges including but not
limited to hearing, sight, language, cultural, financial, religious and physical and mental abilities.
Communication should be responsive, prompt and courteous.

e Tenant handbooks which are explicitly clear regarding whom to call in housing emergencies as well
as the numbers for police, fire, or regular building maintenance. The handbooks should be reviewed/
revised every few years as necessary and dated for easy reference.

e An adequate number of social workers to meet the needs of the tenants.

e Regulations outlining the procedure for the election/appointment of tenant representation on the
AHA'’s board to be codified by the state.

Within the last few days of the 2020 legislative session at the State House, legislation was passed that
one person on the Housing Authority board must be a tenant who will be appointed by the Select Board
for a five-year term. To fill a vacancy, Fiorella Badilla, who happens to be a tenant of the AHA, was
recently appointed to the AHA board. This appointment is good until the local election in April and that

(Continued on page 7)
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, M ’. MEMBER AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY @

February 2021

Arlington Community Media Inc.
Jewelers Inc.

Salutes the

DAVID R. SWANSON 717 MASSACHUSETTS AVE.

CERTIFIED GEMOLOGIST ARLINGTON, MAsSS. 02476

APPRAISER PHONE (781) 643-4209
FAXx(781)643-0977

League of Women Voters

for its contribution to
our community

Arlington Community Media, Inc. Upholstery on Broadway
Your Connection to Arlington Television S .
‘Specializing in both old world and new world custom upholstery

Kevin Kennedy

85 Park Ave, Arlington, MA
781-777-1115 Tel: (978) 460 5184
http ://acmi.tv Email: upholsteryonbroadway@yahoo.com
205A Broadway, Arlington, MA 02474
www.upholsteryonbroadway.com

B & RGLASS, LLC |
Arlington Heights Nursery School

A erealive and joyful learning environment

109 Mass Ave
Arlington, MA 02474 :
Mike Jorinfants, toddlers and preschoolers
Of;‘:f ;88112:;’11 11 ;’32 10 Acton Street, Arlington, MA 02476
(t) 781-646-8499 (f)339-707-6013

Reg # 2257
www.ahnschool.org

/ PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED EVEGLASSES REPAIRED
Same Day Service Available

On Gertam Prescriptions
5? Uurs:;

RQMIM &e $Z_ Closed W:!daf é:f S‘ié?a“”xi’;f{g :30-1:30
Depening Opitien (g} SEHlO &

BES.
fase
s EB = ] Ask us about Optikam

www.rieszoptical.com E (781) 643"7325‘*4,&

stz Massachusetts Ave. Alinglon Cemer@

*
%
®
®
®
@

0% off for LWVA members and their families
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LWVA Supports Tenants’ Rights in AHA Properties (Continued)

seat (term expiring in 2022) will always now be filled by the Select Board appointing a tenant. The Select
Board will need to appoint a tenant for the remaining year of this term. There is also one five-year term
open for the town-wide election in April.

If you are interested in public housing in Arlington, you can go to the Arlington Housing Authority website
(https://www.arlingtonhousing.org/), where there is information on how to view board meetings remotely.

While the League takes no position on candidates for public office, the League is hopeful that a few citi-
zens in Arlington will be interested in running for the Housing Authority board. The League also hopes
that those running for the AHA board will consider the support positions mentioned above.

League of Women Voters of the United States Calls for

Immediate Removal of President Donald Trump pR—
) LE-AGU'E of .

1/8/2021 \\iMEN\OTERS

WASHINGTON - Thursday night, the League of Women Voters board of i N |

directors met and voted unanimously to call for the immediate removal of
Donald J. Trump from the office of the President of the United States of
America via any legal means, including and in order of preference: impeach-
ment with disqualification, the invocation of the 25th amendment, or resigna-
tion. Today, the League of Women Voters board of directors issued the fol-
lowing statement:

1920 - 2020

“Donald Trump must be immediately removed as President of the United States of America
and banned from running for federal office ever again.

“The sitting president was the instigator of Wednesday’s domestic terrorist attack on the U.S.
Capitol that left five Americans dead and many more injured. He commanded an army of in-
surrectionists to forcefully overturn our free and fair elections in an effort to maintain power.
These are the actions of a tyrannical despot, and they are in direct opposition to American
democracy. President Trump continues to present a clear threat to national security as well as
the safety and security of the American public.

“For violating his oath to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States,
Donald Trump must immediately resign or be removed from office by any measure possible in
accordance with the law. Removing President Trump from the office of the president and
swearing in Vice President Mike Pence to fulfill the duration of this presidential term will
ensure our Constitution is maintained and upheld.

“The League of Women Voters calls on both the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S.
Senate to immediately impeach President Trump with disqualification and remove him from
office. Should Congress fail to impeach him, we call on Vice President Mike Pence and the

Cabinet to invoke the 25th Amendment and remove President Trump from office immediate-

ly.”
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MarBeLLa

Kitehen Desien Studio
Kitchen Cabinets and Counter Tops
DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
Ww.marbeﬁaicb.com
emsil: martha@marbellakb.com

Office 781,316,800 Fax 781.316.2012
Mekile 617.916.8928
473 Summer St Avlington MA 02474

vy N {8

Swiss Watchmaker B& Bhatia & Bratia

A Harvard Square Landmark Certified Public Accountants

58 Church Street, Cambridge 418 Massachusetts Ave, Arlington, MA 02474
WWW:PDhatidcpds:com

Skilled masters in
watch, clock, and jewelry repair

Genuine leather and exotics, quality
bracelets made in Europe

Earning your confidence
during the pandemic
by sanitizing our store and
permitting one customer inside
at a time

Providing curbside service and \ ¢
shipping to your home ‘

swisswatchmakerharvardsg.com From Book Keeping to Business Advisory on

swisswatchmaker@gmail.com Taxation and JFinance Strategy
All at One Place!

Phone:(781) 316-1704, Eax: (7:81)) 583-5016,
Email- info@bhatiacpas.com

617 864-1163 or text 617 682-9864
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We welcome new members at all times.
Thank you!

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ARLINGTON
Membership Application/Renewal Form

**Fiscal Year runs from April 1 to March 31**

Name Precinct Date

Address Zip Occupation

Telephone Email

___ Please indicate if you do NOT want your contact information sent to Arlington League members
___ Basic Membership Dues...............ccceveeeninnennn. $60

__ 2nd member in household .........................e.s $23

_ Student (full-time) ..........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiieia, $20

Contribution to help the LWV in Arlington, add $
TOTAL ENCLOSED §

If 860 is a hardship, please pay what you can and let us know that this is your dues payment.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: League of Women Voters of Arlington
MAIL TO: Ann FitzGerald, 162 Summer St., Unit 1, Arlington, MA 02474

2k 3k sk o sk sk s sk s sk sk s sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk s skosk sk s sk sk s sk sk sk sk s sk sk s sk sk sk s sk sk sk ik s sk sk s sk sk s sk sk sk sk s sk skeske s sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk skeskosk skeskok sk

Please check areas of interest and activity even if you can’t be actively involved THIS year.

SPECIAL LEAGUE ACTIVITIES FOLLOW ISSUES, KEEP LEAGUE
__Join the Board. Position: AND COMMUNITY INFORMED
__Action: phone calls__ letters __Congress/Presidency/Election Process
__Bulletin: mailing__ soliciting ads __Discrimination/Equal Employment/Civil Rights
__Membership __Education/Child Care
__Nominating Committee __Environment/Recycling
__Publicity Writer __Health Care
__Voter Service: Rides to the polls_ _Justice/Courts/Prisons
_ Candidates Night _ Land Use
___Voters’ Guide __Taxation/Budgets/Deficits
__Attend State League’s Phonothon __Transportation/Urban Policy
__Be adiscussion leader at local meetings __Voting Rights
__Fundraising activities __Warrant Articles Review
__ Offer meeting refreshments __Welfare Policies/Basic Human Needs
_ Post fliers and deliver brochures _ Women’s Issues
_Host a meeting in my home _Zoning/Community Development/Land Use

_Monitor elections for nonprofit organizations
SKILLS LEAGUE COULD DRAW ON

OBSERVE AT __Computer database __Fundraising
TOWN BOARD MEETINGS* __Graphic design _ Writing articles
_ Selectmen (Mondays) _Desktop publishing _ Other
__Redevelopment Board (Mondays) __Web site maintenance
_School Committee (2nd & 4th Thursdays) _Membership development
__Conservation Commission (1st & 3rd Thurs.) __Moderating meetings
__Housing Authority

BEST TIME TO CALL YOU:

(for phone tree reminders) Call before o’clock

*Some of these can be seen on cable TV
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